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The overarching goal of You Gotta Believe, Inc
(YGB) is to find youth permanent families.

YGB exists to ensure that no child leaves foster
care without the lifelong family support
system needed to live safely and realize their
highest potential. Everyone deserves a family.
Family is a critical stepping stone to human
health and prosperity.

Achieving permanency may entail
reconnecting youth to their families of origin,
to other people who have played a role in their
lives, or to new families that will make a
commitment to “be there” for life.

“ Our aim is for each

youth to experience

consistent love and a new,
hopeful life trajectory that
only family makes possible.
Permanency enables young
people to flourish to the
best of their abilities. ,,
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The YGB team guides both youth and
prospective households through the
matching process. Then, YGB continues
to provide post-placement supports to

newly formed families for as long as

needed to ensure successful outcomes.

2019
CALENDA
TOTALS
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53 Youth Served 33 Youth Connected 120 Prospective Parents
to Families Trained or Licensed
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35 Families Supported 14 Parent Support 4 Parent Training
Post-Licensing Groups Facilitated Events Conducted
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YOUTH PROGRESS ON THE
PATHWAY TO PERMANENCY

YOUTH STATUS | December 2019

‘ 62% ' 30% 8%

PLACED/POST-
PLACEMENT

PRE-PLACEMENT WITHDRAWN

Total, 53 youth were supported by the YGB team during 2019. As shown
above, 62 percent (33 youth) were placed and/or receiving post-
placement support; 30 percent (16 youth) were in various stages of the
pre-placement search process. Two older youth (ages 22 and 23)
requested to be withdrawn during the year without a family match. One
youth (age 20) was placed with a family, however it did not work out and
— YGB Youth Matched with a the youth requested to be withdrawn. The last youth, age 11, was
Permanent Family at Age 20 returned to her agency in Massachusetts after two unsuccessful
placements (see discussion of family disruptions below).

“It took long enough
but I finally have a family.”

YOUTH LOCATION

New York Of 49 active youth, 31 (63 percent) were from New York.

Massachusetts These included 13 youth from Children’s Village and four
youth from counties outside of New York City. The remaining
18 youth (37 percent) were from out-of-state, of whom
sixteen were from Massachusetts.

NEW YORK - 31 YOUTH
terttteontd

MASSACHUSETTS - 16 YOUTH

'ﬁ\ 'ﬁ\ 'ﬁ\ 'ﬁ\ 'ﬁ\ 'ﬁ\ “We were so afraid and desperate until we

were introduced to your support group. You were
OTHER STATES — 2 YOUTH certainly a calming voice in our time of need.”
/ﬁ\ — YGB Parent Support Group Participant
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PRE-PLACEMENT

START OF
THE YEAR

PLACED AND
POST-PLACEMENT

“My fathers who want to
adopt me are judged

because they are gay, and I

am judged because of what I
did in the past; we can love
and support each other.”

— YGB Youth Happy to Be
Adopted, Age 16

AGE OF YOUTH PLACED AND POST-PLACEMENT

(\39%,» | 21°/j ii

S~ _ -
AGES 13 AND UNDER AGES 18 AND OLDER

Of the 33 youth who were placed and/or receiving post-placement
services during 2019, 39 percent (13 youth) were ages 13 or under;
39 percent (13 youth) were between 14 and 17, and the remaining
21 percent (seven youth) were 18 years or older.
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AGES 14 - 17

INCREASE IN YOUTH SUPPORTED BY YGB

END OF END OF END OF END OF
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INCREASE

As shown above, at the start of 2019, 38 youth were being supported
by YGB. These included 23 in pre-placement, and 15 placed and/or
receiving post-placement services.

By year end, 49 youth were active, including 16 in pre-placement, and
33 placed and/or receiving post-placement services.

This represents:

e 29 percent increase in youth supported
e 120 percent increase in youth placed and post-placement
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YGB HOUSEHOLDS SEEKING ADOPTION

HOUSEHOLD STATUS

LICENSED/ PLACED/

NARRKCLASSES PRE—PLACEMENT POST-PLACEMENT
115 — 155 HOUSEHOLDS

TOTAL

A total of 155 households were engaged with YGB during 2019. At year Fas ~ S
end, 115 households (74 percent) were attending MAPP classes on the
road toward licensing, of whom 55 households had competed all ten
MAPP classes. Seventeen households (11 percent) had been licensed by
YGB and were in various stages of the search process. Twenty-three (15
percent) had one or two youth currently placed with them.

“I like how the YGB trainers are

very honest and make it real.”

— Prospective Parent in Training

244 PERCENT INCREASE IN YGB SERVICE TO HOUSEHOLDS

55 PERCENT INCREASE IN HOUSEHOLDS ACTIVELY SEARCHING

* L4 L 4 * *
MAPP CLASSES RSN \===e R===e cmmad
START OF END OF END OF

PRE-PLACEMENT THE YEAR SEPTEMBER DECEMBER

SEARCH
POST-PLACEMENT '\ ] ‘ ] ] " ‘ ]T'(?ALS
SUPPORT et f X et

At the start of 2019, 45 households were engaged with YGB. These included 23 receiving post-placement
support, 11 households in the search process, and 11 in MAPP classes.

By year end, 155 households were engaged with YGB, including 23 receiving post-placement support, 17 in
the search process, and 115 attending MAPP classes.
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YGB APPROACH TO DISRUPTIONS

There were four instances of disruptions in 2019, two involving the same child with different households.
Despite careful vetting, matching, and support services, there are times when a match, unfortunately,

disrupts. Following a move in, some parents find themselves unable to meet the extensive needs of their child
despite their best intentions and hopes. When this happens, YGB staff work with parents to make this very
difficult decision, and then to communicate that decision to the child. Every effort is made to move the child
to another YGB home, and make sure the child can maintain a consistent relationship with their YGB worker.

YGB SAMPLE SUCCESS STORIES

Given the urgent need for parents for older youth in foster care, it can be confounding when people step up,
attend parenting classes, have their home study, and then wait and wait for their kids to arrive.

Conversoly

An Abnorm
Abnormal ¢
tooks Norm

NEOLINE & SPORADIC

WRIGHT FAMILY

Neoline and Sporadic were inspiring in their steadfast
commitment over an eight-year journey of challenges with
the foster care system.

Many may have given up. Thankfully, they did not, and
eventually, two young sisters joined their family.

YGB excels at providing responsive, pre-adoption
assistance at every turn, followed by personalized family
supports for as long as families can benefit.

“Thanks for taking such good care of our little girl... It's
amazing how much you can love someone in such a short
time. ...I have fallen so deeply in love with her.”

-YGB Adoptive Parent

When Joanne and Christopher Wright met Ryan, they
immediately knew he was the child they wanted to bring
into their family. They were only at the beginning of their
parenting journey, and they were not yet licensed, foster
parents. By the time they were able to complete their
prep work, Ryan had been placed in a pre-adoptive home
with another family.

They didn’t stop thinking about Ryan, and when his
adoptive placement failed, they were waiting to bring
Ryan into their home. It is clear that Ryan is finally with
the “Wright” family for him!

“The Wrights are people I can put my trust and faith in,
they are my biggest supporters—that’s what family is. YGB
has been a lifesaver...”
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR
WONDERFUL DONORS IN 2019

$10,000 AND ABOVE

AMC Networks
Anonymous
Beacon Giving Group

Gretchen Beidl and Michael
Willner

John and Kathy Lee Bickham
James Blackley

Mary Bresnan

Maureen Bresnan

Ann Bresnan

Charter Communications
Anonymous

David and Ingrid Ellen

Federation of Protestant Welfare
Agencies, Inc.

Institute of Real Estate
Management

Ira W. De Camp Foundation
David and Joanie O'Hayre
Benjamin and Janet Pyne
RBC Foundation USA

Karen and Tom Rutledge
Jeffrey and Samira Sine

The Achelis And Bodman
Foundation

The Barker Welfare Foundation

The Neuberger Berman
Foundation

The Warner Fund

TIAA

van Ameringen Foundation
David and Ellen Watson

Willliam J. And Dorothy K. O'Neill
Foundation

$5,000 AND ABOVE

A&E Networks

Leonard and Joy Baxt
Emma Cookson

Tom Gorke

Maria and Winder Llerena

Mediacom Communications
Corporation

Doron Sabag and James Hoffman
Donald and Colleen Shelden
Adam and Mary Shepard
Showtime Networks, Inc.

Steven and Eileen Simmons

John and Amina Weitzer
Nicholas Young

$1,000 AND ABOVE

Craig and Kelly Arcella
Patricia and J.D. Armstrong
Jeff Stryker and Bill Aseltyne

Matthew Blank and Susan
McGuirk

Patrick Bresnan

Regina Calcaterra and Todd
Ciaravino

Jill Campbell
Dan Durante
Nancy N. Foote

Gerstenzang Family Charitable
Fund

Sabrina Glaser
Jean Gray

Robert Grubert
Pamela Halling

Lisa Harris
David Holdreith
Zenil Hussain

Yvette Kanouff

Patricia Kehoe

Kevin and Kristen Leddy
William and Carol Lipton
David Long

Gail Martin

Cathy McNamara

Meshnick Charitable Family
Foundation

Richard Plepler
David Rivel

Rogers Family Charitable
Foundation

Barry and Christine Rosenblum
Arlene Schneiderman

Joelle Tramel

Michael Uetz

Univision Management Company
Christine Weston

Amber Williams

Vincent Y

Linda Yellin

David Zagin
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SUPPORTERS

220 Conover Street

Restaurant Corp
Alyssa Abulencia

Marie Andrea Agosta

Vincent J. Agosta
Veronica Agosta
Nadine Agosta
Lora K. Agosta
Holly Algood

Judi Allen

Sally Allen-Bard
Cheryl Almstrom
Vincent Aloi
Peter Alsop

Rose Andolina
Nick Angilletta
Jennifer Anicito
Diana Ansbach
Donald Antonetty
Michele Anzalone
Debra Appelbaum
Stephanie Arcella
David Are
Conscious Asylum
Eleanor Aumuller
Schylar Baber
Shubha Bala
Christa Barkdoll
Kirk Barrett

Cory Bazany
Brian Becker
Robert Beer

Julia Beidl

Elloise Bennett
Deborah Bennett
Angela Bereche
Mary Bernhardt
Sarah L Berns
Kyleigh Beth

Sara Beth Turner

Barbara Bevington
Tashina Birdsall
Sandra Blaine
Nathan Blake
Abby Bloch
Howard Blumenstein
Jody Bodin

Deirdre Boyle
Aleisha Braide
Barbara L. Britt
Alexandra Broccolo
Rita Brockhouse
Tyler Broda

Bonnie Brooks
Lauren Brossard
Martin Brown
Maria Cadme

Rich Caggiano
Dana Calvet
Allison Candage
Brian Cao

Steven Carroll
Margo Chase-Dobrian
Quinn Chen
Joanne Chiarella
Karen Childs

James R. Christian
Rev. Wayne Christiansen
Raquel Chung
Manuel Cimarosti
Beth Clarke

Wayne Clarke
Richard Clarkson
Randall Cochrell
Michael Coco
Robert Coe

Gary Coleman
Simon Collins
Terry Cosentino
Cathleen Costello

Francine Cournos
Scott Crawley
Maeghan Crociata
Tania Curcio

Ann Cyphers
Catherine D'Arpa
Stephanie D'ath
Loretta D'Orsogna
Sougata Dafader
Cathy Danes
Steve Davidson

De Quattro Family
Foundation

Julie DeTraglia
Brian Dieckmann
Aycin Dincer
Patty Doak
Glenna Doak
Shirley Dolengo
Margaret Dolson

Elaine G. Drummond

Joseph Duarte
Valerie Duchon
Cindy Dudette
Shawn Dulligan
Chelsea Durrant
Tim Eberth

Heather Ehrenkranz

Pauline Eigo
Diane Farley
Fran Feintuch

Jeanne Finkel

Matthew Finnigan
John Fischer

Al Fitzgerald
Jessica Flagg

Susan Flaschenberg
Brian Forney

Dan Forsberg
Christine Fountain
Joyce Frank

Jamie Frazier
Elizabeth Friedman
Fritz Family Fund
Joseph Ganning
John Ganning
Joseph Ganning
Anthony Genovesi
Denise Gentile
Gerard Gibbons
Rachel + Eric Gillman

Girl Scout Council of
Greater New York Troop
#2809

James Given

Sherrill Glanzer
Carlos-Kathy Gomez
Erika Goodman
Alexandra Gorelik
Gail Goss

Allison Gottfried

Ryan Goughnour
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Kathy Grant
Rufus Grantham
Rachel Green
Geoff Gregoire
Allan Griffin
Andrew Gross
Glen Gross

Lisa Guarini

Tea Ho

Leyla Hoell

Ruth Hoey
Jennifer Holdreith
Charles Hollander
Rory Houton
Daria Hughes
Tessa Hultz

Katherine Kinnell

Jean Kittelberger-Joyce
Samara Kline

Amy Knoop

Eugene Koenig

Anna Koleva

Jenny Kronenfeld
Pavel Kudaev

Christina Ha-Solis
Patricia Hallett
Victoria Hami

Jennifer Hand
Marina Hansen
Patricia Hardell

Wes Harder

Kathryn Hargrave
Rosanne Harte
Monique Harti

Kris Hastings
Jennifer Hastings
Jennifer Heckel
Lauren Heffernan
Janice Heine
Jeremy Heinerich
Nicole Helmus

Ellen Hemrick
Elizabeth Henderson
Eleanor Henry
Michael Higgins
Hillcrest High School

Michelle Hyde
Cheryl Anne Jaroslaw
Emiley Hellie
Virginia Jimenez
Crystal Jones
Rosalie Joseph
Eric Kanagy
Pam Kane

Ann Kane

Emily Kaplan
Susan Karasyk
Madelynn Katz
Ellen Katz Willner
Louise Kaufman
Laura Kaye
Mary Keane
Diane Kelly

Phil Kent
Elizabeth Keys
Liz Khoo

Curtis Kibler
Johanna King

Sharon Kurtz
Kenneth M. Labbate
Melinda Lackey
John C. Lalena
Eileen A LaMorte
Lynelle Langston
Evan Lapiska

Stacy Latocha Newelt
Helen Leather
Shannon Leigh

Alice Leopold-Benintendi
Deborah Leva
Margaret Levy

Katy Lewis

Gordon A. Lewis
Sherry Locker
Richard Logis

Brian Lopes

Martha Lopez
AnnaMarie Louise
Qoqgo Love

Kristi Lowery

Jeremy Lucas
Gerald Lucas
Jennifer Lucas
Amanda Lydon
Marci Mainzer
Christine Makarius
Meredythe Marcotte
Scott Margolis
Susan Marra
Michelle Martin
Abigail Martin
Nina Mascheroni
Karen Mason
Maryann Massari
Michele Mastrangelo
Lawrence J. May
John Mazzocchi
Julie McCarron
Brigitte McCray
Lauren McCrea

Ed McDonnell
Shanee McHenry
Pam McPhail
Ashley Mead

Anny Mees
Stephanie Meier
Jeanette Mercedes
Angela Michal
Dionne Miller

Mind Body Medicine
Acupuncture

Jillian Montalbano
Christine Moramarco
Thomas Morante
John Moschitta

Lisa Moskowitz
Brittney Mothner
Denis Moynihan
Scott Muller

Multiple Listing Service
of Long Island, Inc.
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Caroline Nagy
Lillian Nelson
Neuberger Berman
Beth Newman
Lauren Nickoletos
Martha Nicole
Jacqueline Nikosey
Elizabeth Norberg

North Shore Booster Club
Inc

North Shore High School
Key Club

Janrt Nye

Patrick O'Brien
Jillian O'Day

Ken Okawa

Alberto Olcese

K Oldak

Lucy Olsavsky
Barbara Paganas
Jennifer Papadopoli
Crystal Parker

Krista Parris

Karen Pattani-Hason
Amy Pavich
Christopher Pesce
Polito's LTD/Cactus Cafe
Brayden Quick
Anita Quiett

Wendy Radford
Helen Rafferty
Hollis Rafkin-Sax
Cheetah Rainier
Catia Rasizzi
Alakesha Razzagel
Cristiana Recanati
Jeff Reid

Alex Reisner
Rosemary Reynolds
Kerstin Robinson Knecht
Gail Rodgers

Monica Rolston
Carol Rosenberg
Abby Rosenblum
Carol Ross
Roberta Roth
Marlene Ruskin
Julie Russo

David Rust
Kimberly Ryan
Patricia Ryan
Laura Saba

Dia Safos Pastrikos
Riccardo Salmona
D Saltzman
Jennifer Salvatore
Anthony Santelmo
Claudia Sarmiento
Andrea Sasso
Theresa Sasso
Anthony Sasso
Sasso Carpentry Inc
Morgan Schilling
Mazra Schindler
Nikki Schneider
Lois Schrier

Pat Sealey Curzio
Carolyn Seumanu
Georganne Shirk
Natalia Simpson
Dawn Slone-Goodpaster
McGregor Smyth
Paul Snellgrove
Kate Sobel

Dia Spastrikos
Alexandra Statley
Beth Stegos Brucoli
Allen Stein
Barbara Stevens

Annmarie Stewart Despres

Suzanne Stone

Glenn Stone
Joanna Stone
Warren Su

Sandra and Matthew
Sucich

Deborah Sucich

Suffolk County Cross-
Country & Track Coaches
Assoc

Meredith Sykes
Tali Tadmor
Laura Taenzer
Natalie Tafel
Isaac Taitz
Daniel Taitz
TakeTwo Services
Mark M. Taxel
Comfort Thomas
Coleen Thomas
Joseph Toles
Alissa Torres

Total Event Solutions, Inc.

Jeffrey S Trachtman
Konrad Trewick
Pamela Tuffley
Erika Tullberg
Morgan Tully

David Turk

Tara Turner

Susan Turrini

Lisa Unger

Audrey Valentines
Scott Van Velson
Nia Vardalos
Allison Vasconcellos
Elaine Vasquez
Jake Vaughan
Natanova Victoria
Margaret Violet
Christine Vogel
Melissa Wade

Alana Waisbrot

James and Mary Walker
Melissa Walker

John Waller

Joan & Joe Walski
Susan Wasilewski

llene Weiss
Westhampton Beach

Union Free School District

Stephanie White
David Whitting
Billy Wiggins
Zomara Wilson
Summer Wilton
Kelly Wise
Meredith Wolff
Carmen Rita Wong
Kathleen Woodworth
Carmen Worlds
Joanne Wright
Hayley Xuereb

Carrie Zaslo
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

2018 — 2019 REVENUE (PER AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTYS)

PROGRAM SERVICE FEES

2%

SPECIAL EVENTS CONTRIBUTIONS

CITY COUNCIL
DISCRETIONARY FUNDING

FOSTER-TO-ADOPTION
PLACEMENTS

FOUNDATION GRANTS

2018 — 2019 EXPENSES (PER AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS)

FUNDRAISING

PROGRAM

MANAGEMENT
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You Gotta
BELIEVE

ting Older Kids And You

"
f 4

Together, we can do something
great for NYC while spreading the
love for Foster Youth and Family

We invite you to get involved! Visit yougottabelieve.org to:

MORE e Join our mailing list
Attend ientati
ABOUT : Dorc‘e:tean orientation

YG B YGB Insider Staff Reflections Sugarman Family on “Today”
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